DISCUSSION BOARD POSTINGS
GRADING CRITERIA
The purpose of the discussion board in an XXXXXX is to take the place of the class interchange that would occur in a face-to-face class. It is your opportunity to demonstrate your mastery of the assigned readings and your ability to supplement those readings with expanded exposure to related (and sometimes contrary) information that you will seek in your self-directed quest to understand and be informed. To that end, we will expect you to share ideas you have gained from the literature noting the source and interpreting into your own words. We will also expect that you will use a more complex thought process to dissect and analyze what you read in the literature and in the discussion thoughts of your fellow students as you offer your own insights. We do not care if you use big words or a lot of words (remember, the world values parsimony), but we are eager to read your thoughtful insights into the questions and statements, your analysis of the words and ideas, and your recommendations for future pathways for XXXXXX.  The following information will give you some guidelines and allow you to see thinking process we will use to assign a grade to the discussion board exercises.

	CRITERIA/POINTS
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Format and logical progression of posting
	Spelling and grammar errors detract from the substance of the posting; random thoughts with no sense of a plan to reach a logical conclusion. No clear main idea or direction for flow of information. 
	
	midpoint
	
	Form is superior; obvious attention to proofreading and grammar.  Main idea is stated early and clearly; argument or ideas are built using a logical progression of thoughts which are stated clearly and succinctly. 

	Depth and relevance of post to the topic at hand
	Posting shows superficial thinking based on personal experiences or opinions only, there is little consideration of contributions to the topic in the literature or from colleagues. Literature support is not relevant to the topic or major literature contributions are missing.  Post strays from topic with much irrelevant information and does not address the intent of the assignment. No references cited.
	
	midpoint
	
	Posting clearly shows evidence of critical thinking and analysis to a substantial depth expected of a doctoral student.  Ideas offered are relevant to the topic and show the ability to extrapolate complex ideas from various sources into a coherent argument or statement(s). Two or more relevant references cited; cited references are appropriate and indicative of the best knowledge on the topic.

	Contribution to the learning community
	Posting is largely aimed at self-expression without consideration of the reader. There is no room for dialogue or disagreement and no acknowledgment of the potential contributions of others. The posting is a rehash of old ideas without consideration of how these can advise the future. No evidence is found of making the material consumable or reader-friendly.
	
	midpoint
	
	Posting shows an astute awareness of the needs of the learning community with an interest in their growth and knowledge acquisition; attempts to move colleagues into meaningful dialogue and presents creative approaches that are open to discussion. Post contributes to the progression of nursing as a scholarly community but is presented in a clear, enlightening, and engaging way..

	Punctuality and timeframes 
	Posting is late leaving little opportunity for student colleague feedback and interchange.
	
	Midpoint


	
	Posted well before deadline with opportunity for student interaction and feedback. 


You will be graded on how close you come to the ideal, as indicated in Column 5, and how far you range away from the minimal, as evidenced in Column 1. Faculty discretion will be used to set the actual point value. The values will be awarded in % in the gradebook in this manner:

20 pts
=
100%

19 pts =
 95%

18 pts = 
 90%

17 pts =
 85%

16 pts = 
 80%

15 pts = 
75%
14 pts = 
70%

Etc.

